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JOE HART 

1700 W. Washington Suite 403 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007-2805 

(602) 542-5971
Fax (602) 542-5335 

The Honorable Doug Ducey, Governor of Arizona 
Governor's Office of Strategic Planning and Budgeting 
1700 W Washington St., 6th Floor 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Dear Governor Ducey: 

The State Mine Inspector (ASMI) is a statewide elected constitutional officer and the director of the Office of 
the State Mine Inspector. The office enforces statues, rules and regulations applicable to mine safety, health, 
explosives and land reclamation. The office inspects the health and safety conditions and practices at active 
mining operation; investigates mine accidents, employee and public complaints' and conducts federally-certified 
miner training during the year. The office enforces the Mine Land Reclamation laws, rules and regulations for 

the restoration of the disturbed lands to a safe and stable environmental condition. 

For fiscal year 2021, ASMI has identified two (2) funding issues that will need to be addressed for the health 
and safety of the miners and contractors in Arizona: 

Inspector and Reclamation Programs: 
Inspection Program 

In fiscal year 2020, the Arizona State Mine Inspector's Office (ASMI) currently has four (4) filled inspector 
positons; the Assistant Mine Inspector, the Senior Mine Inspector and 2 Deputy Mine Inspector's; of these for 4 
positions, the Assistant Mine Inspector and Senior Mine Inspector are currently eligible for retirement. If two 
positions were to become vacant at one time or during the same fiscal year it could expose the Agency and the 
state of Arizona to multiple liabilities and possible lawsuits if the required inspections are not completed during 
the year. The Mine Inspector positions are very specialized, requiring knowledge in mine safety, mine processes 
and regulatory requirements; it is imperative that ASMI prepare for succession by recruiting an additional 

inspector and have a minimum of 3-years to train and develop the skills and abilities required of a mine 
inspector regarding the "law. 

Hard Rock - Aggregate Mined Land Reclamation: 
The ASMI Reclamation Program still maintains these reclamation plans for the hardrock industry, and 
corresponds for future expansion plans without any funding. The program also is now within the review phase 
for over 201 plans for the aggregate mining industry, as well as all financial management of Financial 
Mechanisms and annual reporting requirements for both Hardrock and Aggregate mining sites. No major 
updates to the rules or the statutes for hardrock have occurred since the beginning of the "Act", which is currently 
managed by one FTE, with very limited resources for both programs. 
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Since, the Reclamation Division program still maintains and accepts Hanirock mineral (copper, gold etc.) 
reclamation plans per A.RS. §27-901, and annual status change reporting, and maintaining the updates to 
financial assurance mechanisms. Many of the Hardrock mines are requesting expansions and 
amendments/revisions to their plans, with very little recoverable fees for the maintaining and monitoring this 
industry. Some program modifications may be necessary to accomplish hardrock mining reviews. 

The Aggregate Mine Land Reclamation program will need to be funded for the Hard Rock plan review. 
Currently, the general fund is paying for the consultant fees since funding is not appropriated for these expenses. 
If the general fund continues to pay for these fees it will continue to put a strain on the agency overall budget 
during the fiscal year. 

Abandoned Mine Program: 
Challenges faced in reducing or preventing further fatalities and serious accidents at mines sites include limited 
funding, lack of administrative and field staff. As documented the past 12 years in budget submittals, at least 
three (3) more positions are needed to operate an effective abandoned mines inventory and closure program. 
Two abandoned mines supervisors to coordinate and partner with the mine industry, private sector, and other 
government groups to determine how a mine closure can be most effectively and efficiently completed. 
Additional duties include visit abandoned mine sites to locate and sw-vey, inventory, classify and eliminate public 
safety hazards and participate in the actual implementation of mine closures. An administrative assistant to assist 
with data entry, issuing and tracking of Notice of Violations and corrective actions. 

The State Mine Inspectors office has been operating on the same yearly budget for several years and the request 
to meet the needs for additional staff is essential so that the agency can train new staff prior to the retirement of 
current staff and the continued education is crucial for the office in the FY2 021 budget and yearly for the health 
and safety of the miners and public in the state of Arizona. 

Enclosed is the budget for the State Mine Inspectors office for FY2021 along with the funding issues that have 
been identified and prioritized in the Funding Issue section of the budget. 

If you have any questions regarding the budget, please feel free to contact Laurie Swartzbaugh, Deputy Director 
at 602-542-5971. 

Y9�s in Safety and Health,
. 
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Joe Hart 
Mine Inspector 

cc: Mathew Gress, Director, Governor's Office of Strategic Planning and Budgeting 
Marshall Pimentel, Budget Analyst, Office of Strategic Planning and Budgeting 

Enclosure 
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Phoenix, Arizona 85007-2805 

(602) 542-5971
Fax (602) 542-5335 























































































13. The September 2007 accident involved two girls, 13-year-old Rikki Howard who was

pronounced dead at the scene and 10-year-old Casie Hicks who was rescued with serious injuries.

These girls fell 125 feet into a vertical shaft and survivor, Casie Hicks, spent 12 hours in the shaft

until rescued mid morning on September 2, 2007. (2007)

14. Tyler Halverson a 19-year-old fell 30 feet into an abandoned mine to his death. (2008)

15. At approximately 11:00 pm, NACO Border Patrol Agents apprehended a group of fourteen

illegal aliens south of East Montezuma Canyon. The group notified the agents that an individual

in their group had fallen into an abandoned mineshaft nearby. At 11:20 am, agents discovered

the mineshaft and requested air support and BORSTAR for medical assistance and assistance with

extraction. It was apparent that the man had injuries to both his legs and to his back. At

approximately 12:30 pm, Border Patrol Agents, Fry Fire Department, and members of the Cochise

County Search and Rescue team were able to extract the man from the mineshaft. The man was

then transported by Life Flight to the hospital for further medical treatment.(2008)

16. On December 21, 2008, agents from the Douglas Border Patrol Station received a call from

Mexican law enforcement informing that they received a phone call from a third party concerning 

of an individual that had fallen into a mine shaft and was severely injured 7 miles east of Douglas, 

Arizona. Agents began searching the area and were able to locate the individual, a 45 year old 

Mexican national male who fell over 35 feet into an abandoned mine shaft and was unable to 

move due to a possible broken hip. Border Patrol Search and Rescue (BORSTAR) Agents and 

Cochise County Sheriff's Department Search and rescue (CCSSR) units arrived on scene and were 

able to rappel into the mine shaft and stabilize the man. The Search and Rescue Teams 

successfully extracted the man form the mine shaft and safely transported him to a local hospital 

in Tucson, Arizona. (2008) 

17. Yuma- A man in his 60s fell 15 feet into an abandoned mine shaft in southwestern Arizona

and survived with only minor injuries. The man fell 15 feet and landed on a small ledge of support

timbers. Bratcher says if he had missed the ledge, he would have fallen about 100 feet to the

bottom of the shaft. (2009)

18. Peoria firefighters have rescued a man who was pinned at the edge of an abandoned mine

shaft near Lake Pleasant after his Jeep Wrangler rolled. Tellef said the man was pinned under

the sport utility vehicle for more than two hours as crews worked to stabilize it and prevent it

from falling into the mine shaft. (2009)

Emphasis is being placed on promoting the much sought after recreational areas of the great 

Southwest. People will continue to come to Arizona for all the benefits that this state promotes. 

People will continue to relocate to Arizona in increasing numbers. Many of these people are 

unfamiliar with Arizona's mining history. They are unaware of the hazards that were 

inadvertently left behind. We can only anticipate that additional deaths and injuries will occur 

under the existing conditions, it not a matter of 'if' it is a matter of when another death or injury 

will occur. 



Funding Issue 
Abandoned Mine Program 

Personnel Services 

AUN02431 - Ml Abandoned Mine Spv (@19.67) 
AUN02431 - Ml Abandoned Mine Spv (@19.67) 
AUN06631 - Ml Admininstrive Assistant (@12.26) 

ERE @ .53 per person 

Professional / Outside Services 

Contractor for Abandoned Mine Closure 

Sub-Total 

Sub-Total 

2 - IT charges (50.00 per month per person) 
Sub-Total 

In-State Travel 
Fleet Management - Monthly Charge for monthly 
rental, Fuel and Maintenance estimated to be 1400. 
per month per vehicle ( for 2 vehicles) 
2 -Per Diem I Lodging / Other (hotel @ 90.00 4 
days a week for 48 weeks AND meals @ $41 per 
day at 4 days a week for 48 weeks) 

Out of State Travel 

Air Fare / Per Diem I Lodging 
Vehicle Rental / Other 

Other Operating 

Sub-Total 

Sub-Total 

Verizon Wireless (cell phone 3 and data card - 2) 
IT Storage and maintenace Charges (500.00 per 
month per staff) 
2 of each item - Equipment (binoculares , shovel, 

flashlight, gas can, tire guage, booster cables, water 
cooler, safety vest, first aid kit, jack for vehicle, 
miller life line, dolly, fire exstinguisher, a first aid kit 
per person, range finders, uniforms, boots and 
glasses) 
Tires - abandoned mine (2 sets) 
Vest (1200.00 per person) 
GPS Units -(2) 

Beacon's (2) 

Capital Equiptment 
2 - Vehicles (trucks @29,647.00 each) 

Sub-Total 

2 - Hydraulic T-Post driver(@ 6,500.00 each) 
Sub-Total 

Non-Capital Equipment 
Camera's (2) 
Laptops (2) - Desktop (1) 
Software 

Sub-Total 

Total 

Grade 

C1 

C1 

15 

As of 8/2/2019 

General Fund Decision Package 
Projected Expense - FY21 

40,930.00 
40,930.00 
25,500.00 

107,360.00 

57,100.00 
57,100.00 

33,600.00 

29,472.00 

63,072.00 

0.00 

0.00 

3,000.00 
18,000.00 

6,000.00 

2,200.00 
2,400.00 

800.00 

700.00 
33,100.00 

59,294.00 
13,000.00 
72,294.00 

500.00 
2,577.00 
1,250.00 

4,327.00 

337,253.00 















Agency: State Mine Inspector 

Summary of Expenditure and Budget Request 

for Selected Funds 

Fund: Ml2511 Aggregate Mining Reclamation Fund (Appropriated) 

FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2021 

Actual Expd. Plan Fund. Issue Total Request 

Cost Center/Program: 

4 Mined Land Reclamation 49.3 112.9 0.0 112.9 
-·

49.3 112.9 0.0 112.9 

Expenditure Categories 

Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Employee Related Expenses 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Professional and Outside Services 40.0 94.0 0.0 94.0 

Travel In-State 0.0 1.8 0.0 1.8 

Travel Out of State 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Food 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Aid to Organizations and Individuals 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Other Operating Expenses 9.3 17.1 0.0 17.1 

Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Capital Outlay 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Debt Service 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Cost Allocation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Transfers 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
---- - ---

Expenditure Categories Total: 49.3 112.9 0.0 112.9 

Fund Total: 49.3 112.9 0.0 112.9 

Date Printed: 8/20/201910:31:31 AM All dollars are presented in thousands (not FTE}. Page 23 





Program Summary of Expenditures and Budget Request 

Agency: State Mine Inspector 
Program: Mining Safety Enforcement 

I Program Summary 
-

I 
1-1 Mining Safety Enforcement 

Program Summary Total: 
�penditure Categories 

J 
0000 FTE Positions 

6000 Personal Services 

6100 Employee Related Expenses 

6200 Professional and Outside Services 

6500 Travel In-State 

6600 Travel Out of State 

6700 Food 

6800 Aid to Organizations and Individuals 

7000 Other Operating Expenses 

8000 Equipment 

8100 Capital Outlay 

8600 Debt Service 

9000 Cost Allocation 

9100 Transfers 
Expenditure Categories Total: 

[ Fund Source 

Appropriated Funds 
AAl000-A General Fund (Appropriated) 

Fund Source Total: 

Date Printed: 8/20/2019 10:31 :32 AM 

--

I 

FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2021 
Actual Expd. Plan Fund. Issue Total Request 

896.7 1,074.6 249.2 1,323.8 
--

896.7 1,074.6 249.2 1,323.8 

12.0 12.0 2.0 14.0 

410.4 520.0 77.5 597.5 

196.8 259.1 44.2 303.3 

10.0 7.5 20.0 27.5 

70.2 62.4 31.5 93.9 

0.0 7.5 18.8 26.3 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

188.4 214.6 51.3 265.9 

20.9 3.5 5.9 9.4 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
-- ·- -· - - --

896.7 1,074.6 249.2 1,323.8 

896.7 1,074.6 249.2 1,323.8 
---

896.7 1,074.6 
-

249.2 1,323.8 

896.7 1,074.6 249.2 1,323.8 

All dollars are presented in thousands (not FTE). Page 25 








































































































