
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* File reclamation plan    
(A.R.S. §§ 27-1221, 27-1223, & 
27-1271)  

Pay fee (A.R.S. § 27-1233) 

Administrative Review within 
30 days (A.R.S. § 27-1272(A)).  
If complete proceed. 

Technical Review 

File Financial Assurance within 
60 days after plan approval 
(A.R.S. §§  27-1291, 27-1292)  

OPTIONAL - Ask for extension 
of time to file plan (A.R.S. § 
27-1222).  If granted, file 
within time allowed, if 
rejected, file in original time 
requirement. 

Financial assurance accepted 
or rejected within 30 days 
(A.R.S. §§ 27-1276, 27-1291, 
27-1292, 27-1293)   

Begin mining (A.R.S. § 27-
1276) 

File annual reports (A.R.S. § 
27-1277)  

Mining stops  

Begin reclamation within 1 
year (A.R.S. § 27-1226) 

Complete reclamation as 
planned (A.R.S. § 27-1226(C)) 

File closure report and apply 
for release of financial 
assurance (A.R.S. § 27-1296)  

Closure accepted or rejected 
within 60 days (A.R.S. § 27-
1296(B)) 

Financial assurance released 

 

OPTIONAL - Apply to 
postpone reclamation 
(A.R.S. § 27-1226(B))  Must 
be filed at least 45 days 
before reclamation must 
begin, SMI approves or 
denies within 30 days  Site 
must be secured pursuant 
to A.R.S. § 27-318. 

* Operations in existence and 

continually operating since 
January 1, 2007 may continue 
mining until the SMI takes final 
action on the plan and financial 
assurance.  All others MAY NOT 
mine until plan and financial 
assurance approved.  (A.R.S. § 
27-1221) 

Plan approved or denied 
within 120 days of receiving 
complete plan (A.R.S. §§ 27-
1272(B), 27-1276) 

Public hearing (A.R.S. § 27-
1229)    

Denied plans 
must be 
refilled within 
90 days 
(A.R.S. § 27-
1272(C)) 

Rejected 
financial 
assurance 
must be 
refilled 
and 
accepted 
before 
mining 
can 
proceed 

Note some entities may need to 
submit certificate of disclosure 
if required by A.R.S. § 27-1205. 

Note some entities may need to comply 
with the requirements of A.R.S. § 27-441 
et seq. if located within an aggregate 
mining operations zoning district. 

Aggregate Mined Land Reclamation  

Note some operations 
of 5 acres or less may 
be required to comply.  
A.R.S. § 27-1223.   
Some operations of 
more than 5 acres may 
be exempted. A.R.S. § 
27-1203.01.  



 

If substantial, submit 
amendment (SMI must 
approve or disapprove 
within 90 days after 
receiving complete plan 
and fee (A.R.S. § 27-
1227(C))  Public hearing 
must be held (A.R.S. § 27-
1229) Financial assurance 
must be modified within 
60 days of approval  

OPTIONAL – Amend plan.  
Submit notice of plan 
amendment Plan may be 
amended anytime before 
reclamation is complete. 
(A.R.S. § 27-1227)  Pay fee 
(A.R.S. § 27-1233).  Plan 
must be amended within 6 
months of completing an 
emergency remedial 
measure required by a 
governmental entity (A.R.S. 
§ 27-1225) 

Within 15 days SMI 
determines if change is 
substantial (A.R.S. § 27-
1227(B)) 

If not substantial, proceed 
once SMI approves change 

OPTIONAL – Plan may be 
transferred to another.  
File notice prior to transfer.  
SMI may deny if financial 
assurance is not 
appropriate.  (A.R.S. § 27-
1228)  


